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Background on ChildFund International

• Child-centered and 
locally driven since 
1938

• Work through local 
partners in 24 
countries with 
continued 
partnerships 20+ 
years

• Individual 
sponsorship, 
donations, and 
grant funding.

• Transforming 
systems together





Partners:



790,000
Our programs have 

reached and impacted the 
lives of  hundreds of 
thousands of Filipino 

children and their families

https://www.childfund.org/

ChildFund Alliance is a global network of 11 child-
focused development organizations helping 
nearly 23 million children and their families in 70 
countries around the world. 

ChildFund 
International is a 
member of 
ChildFund Alliance

https://www.childfund.org/


*Climate Action Disclaimer*
As we are faced with the emerging challenges of climate change, it’s 
important to note that when we speak about climate action and the 
number of actions required to take place, there is an injustice in this 
world where populations who are contributing the least to climate 
change are at already vulnerable states and at higher risk of its’ 
effects. 

This means that mitigation and adaptation efforts will be different 
depending on the context but should be grounded in ways that create 
equal distribution of opportunities and benefits with a future for all 
children, youth, and their families. 

• Not everyone is contributing to climate change the same way and 
the burden of action shouldn’t only be placed on marginalized 
communities.

• Solutions must ensure just transitions and center children and 
youth’s future and their environment, so no one is left behind.

• Everyone's thoughtful voices and meaningful actions will 
support society norms and behavior change to overcome climate 
challenges across the planet. Because we need each other. 



Climate Action 

let's protect what we love for children... now and for 
the next generations.



It is a child’s 
right!

• Children have a right to a clean, healthy 
and sustainable environment

• It is the obligation of States to address 
environmental harm and climate change

• Duty bearers and adults must do their 
part to ensure the world is clean, healthy 
and safe for children. 



Children will 
experience more 
extreme events in their 
lifetime

In a 1.5℃ world, I, as a 4-year-
old from Sub-Saharan Africa, will 
experience

wildfires 1.3×,
river floods 4.6×,
crop failures 4.3×,
tropical cyclones 1.8×,
droughts 6.3× and
heatwaves 38.2×

more than without climate change.
#myclimatefuture
Do the test myclimatefuture.info

But we mustn’t forget the 
SLOW-ONSET events…

https://myclimatefuture.info/


Child-specific vulnerabilities to climate and environmental 
hazards, shocks, and stresses. Vulnerabilities across time….

Children Under 5

• Malnutrition, respiratory 
issues, water borne diseases,

• child protection

• Family disruption

Children up to 18

• Education disruption

• Child protection

• Nutrition 

• Mental health

Youth and beyond…

• Mental health

• Livelihood disruption

• Education and safety 
(gender-based violence) 

Extreme 
temperatures 
and variability

Water and 
food scarcity

Riverine and 
coastal 

flooding

Soil and water 
pollution

Air pollution
Land 

degradation 

Etzel et al, 2024



Children and the Climate Crises 
Climate Action to Protect the Future… 

for Children

Aim to support communities in building their resilience to withstand the shocks and stressors of climate change impacts 
but also ensure their adaptive actions can contribute to a cleaner and safer environment for children and young people.



Protecting children and the planet so children can enjoy clean air, 
freshwater, and healthier environments

Some actions are:
✓Future-proofing and protecting what we love so our world is enjoyable for future generations. 

(environmental care)

✓Building resilience to the current and future climate impacts so children and their families can 
bounce back from severe stressors on their livelihoods, education, and health. (climate change 
adaptation) 

✓Ensure we are not creating more of a problem for future generations (Verde and our internal 
Environmental Standards)… in short, doing our part as well!

Climate Action is an opportunity to create a better world… 
for children

It’s a child’s right to a healthy environment (CRC/GC/26)

https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/crc/gcomments/gc26/2023/GC26-Child-Friendly-Version_English.pdf


Examples of what this means at ChildFund…

Environmental Care
✓Nature-based solutions for adapting such as 

reforestation and afforestation to protect 
erosion, improve water quality or provide 
shade. 

✓Transitioning to renewable energy such as 
solar, biochar,  energy saving stoves, and 
water and waste management  with aims to 
improve environment.

✓Promoting reducing food waste and 
sustainable agriculture/livelihoods 
production that is good for the land and 
water use. 

✓World Environment Day and other campaigns

Climate Adaptation
✓Climate smart agriculture such as drought 

resilient crops and  planting techniques, water 
management like drip irrigation, water 
conservation methods and rainwater 
harvesting, and diversifying livelihoods to 
reduce reliance on climate sensitive income. 

✓DRR and early warning for climate disasters, 
and building climate resilient infrastructure 
(flood defenses) at schools . 

✓Building resilient water and food supplies

✓Circular economy: turning waste into a 
product



Climate action across the ecosystem of 
a child

Environment

Global Community

Government

Local Community

Family

Child

Everyone.. Even the 
environment has a role 
in climate action…. 
Because we need each 
other.



Everything 
is 

connected

We are not mutually exclusive from our land 
and the environment. 



Youth Voices on Climate Action

Submissions from over 400 youth: Childfund 
learning brief

“Because they (Children and youth)  are the ones who will 
inherit the planet. It is done by creating space where their 
opinion and ideas are valued example; youth representation.”– 
youth respondent from Sierra Leone when asked why is it 
important to include youth in climate action initiatives and 
dialogues. 

https://www.childfund.org/globalassets/about-childfund/evidencehub/childfund-youth-for-climate-action-learning-brief.pdf
https://www.childfund.org/globalassets/about-childfund/evidencehub/childfund-youth-for-climate-action-learning-brief.pdf


3 key priorities within ChildFund 
Alliance; What we can tackle together.

Priority 1: Addressing Children’s Right to 
Information 

Priority 2: Advancing Children’s Right to 
Take Action

Priority 3: Supporting Children’s Right to 
Be Prepared

Climate 
now

Climate 
soon

Climate 
future



ChildFund.org


	Folie 1
	Folie 2
	Folie 3
	Folie 4
	Folie 5
	Folie 6
	Folie 7
	Folie 8: It is a child’s right!
	Folie 9: Children will experience more extreme events in their lifetime
	Folie 10: Child-specific vulnerabilities to climate and environmental hazards, shocks, and stresses. Vulnerabilities across time….
	Folie 11: Children and the Climate Crises  Climate Action to Protect the Future…  for Children
	Folie 12
	Folie 13: Examples of what this means at ChildFund…
	Folie 14: Climate action across the ecosystem of a child
	Folie 15: Everything is connected
	Folie 16: Youth Voices on Climate Action
	Folie 17
	Folie 18

